
To the Chairman of the STFC Council, Peter Warry 
 
We are writing in our capacity as Chairs of the Facilities Access Panels for the ISIS 
facility. Our remit is to assess and rank proposals to use the neutron and muon 
instruments on the basis of their scientific and technological merits and potential 
economic impact.  
 
Research performed at ISIS is: 
 
• Internationally leading and transformative: the recent review chaired by 

Prof. Peter Littlewood FRS stated that “ISIS has for some time been the leading 
neutron spallation source worldwide, playing a pioneering role and offering 
experimental possibilities not available elsewhere”.  

• Interdisciplinary: encompassing biology, chemistry, physics, engineering, 
nanotechnology etc., often collaborating with UK high tech companies. 

• Addressing major societal challenges: over 40% of the work is focussed on 
delivering new technologies in the fields of energy, health care and the 
environment. 

 
The cuts of £2.7m imposed in the last financial year have already reduced the 
number of operational days from 180 to 150. This has severely disrupted the 
research programmes of the community of 1100 scientists, including 350 Ph.D. 
students who perform experiments at ISIS every year.  
 
We are extremely concerned that further cuts in this financial year to the ISIS budget 
would: 
 
• Critically undermine the viability of a significant number of world-leading 

research groups both nationally and internationally. 
• Adversely affect the training and research of over 350 Ph.D. students, most 

especially those entering their first or final years. 
• Considerably disrupt the commissioning of instruments at the second target 

station, preventing the timely exploitation of £148m worth of infrastructure 
investment. 

 
The effects of these threatened cuts are exacerbated by the fact that the ILL reactor 
in Grenoble faces an unscheduled shutdown from November 2009 for six months to 
allow essential maintenance to be performed.  
 
While we recognise the budgetary constraints under which STFC is currently 
operating, we assert that the STFC has a duty of care to ISIS’ large and diverse user 
community and to safeguarding their ability to deliver world-leading research. This 
duty of care should be properly discharged by ensuring adequate levels of funding 
for the facility. 
  
We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and with other members of 
Council to discuss these issues further. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
FAP 1: Professor John Evans, Durham University 
FAP 2: Dr Diane Holland, University of Warwick 
FAP 3: Dr Ali Zarbakhsh, QMUL 
FAP 4: Professor Des McMorrow, UCL 
FAP 5: Professor Javier Bermejo, Universidad del Pais Vasco 
FAP 6: Professor Sue Kilcoyne, University of Salford 
FAP 7: Professor John Bouchard, Open University 
 
 



 
 
 


